Question 1) What areas does
the Quran teach women are
inferior to men? Does this
conflict with the teachings of
the Bible?

Question 2) What is the
maximum number of legal
spouses a Muslim Man may
have? Does this contradict
with the Bible according to
Matt. 19:1-9 and Gen. 2:24?

Question 3) What are the
allowances for divorce by a
Muslim? Does the Bible
teach the same allowances as
described by Jesus in Matt.
19:1-9? What is God’s view
on divorce according to Mal
2:16?

Question 4) How are women
in general viewed in Islamic
society as related to
testimony?

Question 5) Why are female
Muslims circumcised? Does
this act of female
circumcision agree with the
Biblical viewpoint of sex in
marriage?

What Is
Islam?

Question 6) Discuss Sharia
Law. Has Sharia Law been
successfully used in U.S.
Court systems to defend
Muslim Males of crimes
against their wife?
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Lesson 12 of 13:
The Islamic View
of Marriage and
Women

Examining the evidence from the sources:
Men are the protectors and maintainers of women, because God has given the one more (strength) than the other, and because they support them from their means.
Therefore the righteous women are devoutly obedient, and guard in (the husband's) absence what God would have them guard. As to those women on whose part ye fear
disloyalty and ill-conduct, admonish them (first), (Next), refuse to share their beds, (And last) beat them (lightly); but if they return to obedience, seek not against them
Means (of annoyance): For God is Most High, great (above you all).This inferiority which is taught by the Quran is aimed at their intelligence, their religious position,
their gratitude towards men, and the value of their legal testimony. (Surah 4:34); If ye fear that ye shall not be able to deal justly with the orphans, Marry women of your
choice, Two or three or four; but if ye fear that ye shall not be able to deal justly (with them), then only one, or (a captive) that your right hands possess, that will be more
suitable, to prevent you from doing injustice. (Surah 4:3); For those who take an oath for abstention from their wives, a waiting for four months is ordained; if then they
return, God is Oft-forgiving, Most Merciful. But if their intention is firm for divorce, God heareth and knoweth all things. (Surah 2:226-227); Divorced women shall wait
concerning themselves for three monthly periods. Nor is it lawful for them to hide what God Hath created in their wombs, if they have faith in God and the Last Day. And
their husbands have the better right to take them back in that period, if they wish for reconciliation. And women shall have rights similar to the rights against them,
according to what is equitable; but men have a degree (of advantage) over them. And God is Exalted in Power, Wise. (Surah 2:228); A divorce is only permissible twice:
after that, the parties should either hold Together on equitable terms, or separate with kindness. It is not lawful for you,(Men), to take back any of your gifts (from your
wives), except when both parties fear that they would be unable to keep the limits ordained by God. If ye (judges) do indeed fear that they would be unable to keep the
limits ordained by God, there is no blame on either of them if she give something for her freedom. These are the limits ordained by God; so do not transgress them if any
do transgress the limits ordained by God, such persons wrong (Themselves as well as others). (Surah 2:229); So if a husband divorces his wife (irrevocably), He cannot,
after that, remarry her until after she has married another husband and He has divorced her. In that case there is no blame on either of them if they re-unite, provided
they feel that they can keep the limits ordained by God. Such are the limits ordained by God, which He makes plain to those who understand. (Surah 2:230); When ye
divorce women, and they fulfil the term of their ('Iddat), either take them back on equitable terms or set them free on equitable terms; but do not take them back to injure
them, (or) to take undue advantage; if any one does that; He wrongs his own soul. Do not treat God's Signs as a jest, but solemnly rehearse God's favours on you, and the
fact that He sent down to you the Book and Wisdom, for your instruction. And fear God, and know that God is well acquainted with all things. (Surah 2:231); When ye
divorce women, and they fulfil the term of their ('Iddat), do not prevent them from marrying their (former) husbands, if they mutually agree on equitable terms. This
instruction is for all amongst you, who believe in God and the Last Day. That is (the course Making for) most virtue and purity amongst you and God knows, and ye know
not. (Surah 2:232); There is no blame on you if ye divorce women before consummation or the fixation of their dower; but bestow on them (A suitable gift), the wealthy
according to his means, and the poor according to his means;- A gift of a reasonable amount is due from those who wish to do the right thing. And if ye divorce them
before consummation, but after the fixation of a dower for them, then the half of the dower (Is due to them), unless they remit it or (the man's half) is remitted by him in
whose hands is the marriage tie; and the remission (of the man's half) is the nearest to righteousness. And do not forget Liberality between yourselves. For God sees well
all that ye do. (Surah 2:236-237); O ye who believe! When ye deal with each other, in transactions involving future obligations in a fixed period of time, reduce them to
writing Let a scribe write down faithfully as between the parties: let not the scribe refuse to write: as God Has taught him, so let him write. Let him who incurs the liability
dictate, but let him fear His Lord God, and not diminish aught of what he owes. If they party liable is mentally deficient, or weak, or unable Himself to dictate, Let his
guardian dictate faithfully, and get two witnesses, out of your own men, and if there are not two men, then a man and two women, such as ye choose, for witnesses, so that
if one of them errs, the other can remind her. The witnesses should not refuse when they are called on (For evidence). Disdain not to reduce to writing (your contract) for
a future period, whether it be small or big: it is juster in the sight of God, More suitable as evidence, and more convenient to prevent doubts among yourselves but if it be
a transaction which ye carry out on the spot among yourselves, there is no blame on you if ye reduce it not to writing. But take witness whenever ye make a commercial
contract; and letneither scribe nor witness suffer harm. If ye do (such harm), it would be wickedness in you. So fear God; For it is Good that teaches you. And God is well
acquainted with all things. If ye are on a journey, and cannot find a scribe, a pledge with possession (may serve the purpose). And if one of you deposits a thing on trust
with another, let the trustee (faithfully) discharge his trust, and let him Fear his Lord conceal not evidence; for whoever conceals it, his heart is tainted with sin. And God
knoweth all that ye do. (Surah 2:282); Your wives are as fields for you. You may enter your fields from any place you want. Reserve something good for your souls (for the
life hereafter). Have fear of God and know that you are going to meet Him. (Muhammad) give the glad news to the believers. (Surah 2:223)

